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FATHER, SON CATCH UP WITH EACH OTHER




June is a banner month for three generations of Missoula Dietterts. On June 10,
Bruce Diettert received a bachelor's degree in business administration, with honors, 
at University of Montana commencement exercises. His father was awarded a bachelor's 
degree in pre-medical sciences, also with honors, at the same ceremony.
Bruce, who is getting married June 16, ribs his dad about taking as long as 
his son to get out of college. Dad counters with the reminder that he beat Bruce to 
the altar by several years.
Dad is physician Gerald Diettert— but his patients at the Western Montana Clinic 
have no cause for alarm. The cardiologist does have a medical degree. It preceded 
his bachelor's because he left UM after his junior year to enter Washington 
University School of Medicine in St. Louis, Mo0
Thirty-four years after leaving for medical school, he came back to take 12 
credits, more than he needed to finish the requirements for a bachelor's degree, so 
he could graduate with his son. He believes learning should be a lifelong pursuit, and 
he intends to be on campus again this fall taking graduate courses in history,
Dr. Diettert's father, Reuben Diettert, UM professor emeritus of botany and first 
director of the Montana Science Fair, was on hand to share in the family celebration 
at commencement.
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